
buffer as little as 50 feet wide on each side of the
stream may filter the majority of nonpoint source
pollutants from agricultural and urban runoff and
provide some wildlife benefits.  Table 1 summa-
rizes recommended widths with their related func-
tions (Howard and Allen 1988).

When restoring the riparian zone, native
trees and shrubs that reflect the natural vegeta-

Table 1.  Recommended riparian buffer widths per stream side

tion of the region should be used.  Non-native
plant species should be avoided since they may
cause problems in competition and biological di-
versity.  Appendix 4 includes a brief list of plant
species that can be used in restoring the vegeta-
tion to riparian zones.  Additional recommenda-
tions can be found in the Landscape Restoration
Handbook by Harker et al; 1993.  Appendix 5
lists sources for obtaining plant materials.
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